NOBEL
Ericsson.*   Alfred Nobel was in America from his seventeenth to
his twenty-first year, and then returned to St. Petersburg.'*
This statement is certainly correct in parts; but he did not
stay in America for four years* Evon if Alfred went there as
early as 1850 and, as is a certain likelihood that the three brothers
ended their studies simultaneously, he was certainly back by
July, 1852, so that he was in America for two years at the outside,
and not for four. It is also certain that he met John Ericsson,
but his letter to Ahlsell suggests nothing more than a casual
acquaintance* " When I was in America," he writes, " I arranged
with a certain Captain Ericsson that he would send me certain
drawings and designs that I required, which ho could not finish
during the time that I was in America. He is sending them to
Herr Arfvedson in Stockholm." Nobel would certainly not have
used the phrase " a certain Captain Ericsson " in a family letter
if he had been sent out specially to work with him. In any case,
as has been said, he was certainly back by July, 1852, when he
entered the service of the company. As, however, he was rather
an invalid, and seems to have worked particularly hard, he had to
go to Franzensbad in the summer of 1854, lie travelled via
Stockholm, and spent some time with the Ahlsell family, some
of it in Stockholm, and some at DalarO, Some of his letters,
written at that time to his uncle, have been preserved, and bearing
in mind that they were written by a young man who was barely
twenty-one years old, they show exceptional maturity. " On the
4th September/' his first letter begins, " I at last got to Eger,
where I started my baths and drink cure. (Drink cure is the
right phrase because you put away an extraordinary amount of
water here.) It is rather late in the year, but one proceeds with
* Well known as an inventor, and as the constructor of the first armoured ship, the
Monitor, the use of which proved decisive in the naval battle of Hampton Hoads, at
which the Northern States established their superiority at sea over the Southern States
of America. He also built the first propeller steamer.
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